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introduction | “getting lit…erate” 

+getting creative 



  

creativity 

+terminology 



  

““Creativity is just connecting things. When you ask creative people how they did 
something, they feel a little guilty because they didn't really do it, they just saw 
something. It seemed obvious to them after a while. That's because they were 
able to connect experiences they've had and synthesize new things. 

-Steve Jobs 

 
We keep moving forward, opening new doors, and doing new things, because 
we're curious and curiosity keeps leading us down new paths.    

 -Walt Disney 

 
“The secret to creativity is knowing how to hide your sources.” 

  -Albert Einstein 

 
“Every child is an artist, the problem is staying an artist when you grow up” 

  – Pablo Picasso  
 
 
 

+getting creative 



  

creative 
cre·a·tive 
kr���tiv/ 
adjective 
11. 
relating to or involving the imagination or original ideas, esp. in the production of 
an artistic work. 

Creativity is a phenomenon whereby something new and valuable is 
created (such as an idea, a joke, a literary work, a painting or musical 
composition, a solution, an invention etc.). 

+terminology 



  

imagination 
im·ag·i·na·tion 
i�maj��n�SH�n/ 
noun 
11. 
the faculty or action of forming new ideas, or images or concepts of external 
objects not present to the senses. 

+terminology 

Imagination, also called the faculty of iimagining, is the ability to form new 
images and sensations that are not perceived through sight, hearing, or 
other senses. Imagination helps make knowledge applicable in solving 
problems and is fundamental to integrating experience. 



  

idea 
i·de·a 
��d��/ 
noun 
11. 
a thought or suggestion as to a possible course of action. 
a concept or mental impression. 
an opinion or belief. 
3. 
PHILOSOPHY 
(in Platonic thought) an eternally existing pattern of which individual things in any 
class are imperfect copies. 
(in Kantian thought) a concept of pure reason, not empirically based in experience. 

+terminology 



  

concept 
con·cept 
�kän�sept/ 
noun 
11. 
an abstract idea; a general notion. 

+terminology 

An understanding retained in the mind, from experience, reasoning and/or 
imagination; a generalization (generic, basic form), or abstraction (mental 
impression), of a particular set of instances or occurrences (specific, 
though different, recorded manifestations of the concept). 



  

abstraction 
ab·stract 
adjective 
ab�strakt,�ab�strakt/ 
11. existing in thought or as an idea but not having a physical or concrete existence. 
verb 
1. consider (something) theoretically or separately from something else. 
2. extract or remove (something). 

+terminology 

Abstraction is a process by which concepts are derived from the usage and 
classification of literal ("real" or "concrete") concepts, first principles, or other 
methods. “  Abstractions may be formed by reducing the information content of 
a concept or an observable phenomenon, typically to retain only information which 
is relevant for a particular purpose. The act of leaving out of consideration one or 
more properties of a complex object so as to attend to others; analysis.  
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+modeling 

Desert Nomad House 
Tucson, AZ 
2001 



  

+modeling 

Greer Cabin 
Greer, AZ 
2002 
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Burnham Memorial 
Chicago, IL 
2009 



  

+modeling 

Avant Gardens 
LaPorte, IN 
2010 



  

+modeling 

Young Hall Renovation 
Chicago, IL 
2011 



  

+modeling 

NU Sailing Center 
Evanston, IL 
2012 



  

agency 
a·gen·cy 
��j�ns�/ 
noun 
1. The condition of being in action; operation. 
2. Action, power, or operation . 

+terminology 

In philosophy and sociology, aagency is the capacity of an agent (a person or other 
entity, human or any living being in general, or soul-consciousness in religion) to 
act in a world.  



  

operation 
op·er·a·tion 
�äp��r�SH�n/ 
noun 
1. The method by which a device performs its function. 
2. The method or practice by which actions are done. 
3. A planned undertaking. 
4. A procedure. 

+terminology 

A operation/procedure is designed to describe Who, What, Where, When, and 
Why by means of establishing accountability in support of the implementation of a 
"policy". 



  

tactic(s) 
tac·tic 
�taktik/ 
noun 
11. an action or strategy carefully planned to achieve a specific end. 

+terminology 

The military science that deals with achieving the objectives set by strategy.  



  

tactic(s) 
tac·tic 
�taktik/ 
noun 
11. an action or strategy carefully planned to achieve a specific end. 

+terminology 

The military science that deals with achieving the objectives set by strategy. 
 
(Note:  Objectives are goals. They are not concepts.)  



  

meaning 
mean·ing 
�m�niNG/ 
noun 
11. what is meant by a word, text, concept, or action. 
2. implied or explicit significance. 
adjective 
1. 
intended to communicate something that is not directly expressed. 
 

+terminology 



  

meaning 
mean·ing 
�m�niNG/ 
noun 
11. what is meant by a word, text, concept, or action. 
2. implied or explicit significance. 
adjective 
1. 
intended to communicate something that is not directly expressed. 
 

+terminology 

Style.  To design or makie in a particular form.  A distinctive appearance.  
Fashion.  A popular trend.  A manner of doing something.  



  

meaning 
mean·ing 
�m�niNG/ 
noun 
11. what is meant by a word, text, concept, or action. 
2. implied or explicit significance. 
adjective 
1. 
intended to communicate something that is not directly expressed. 
 

+terminology 

Style.  To design or makie in a particular form.  A distinctive appearance.  
Fashion.  A popular trend.  A manner of doing something.  
 
Style and Fashion suck.   They are fleating, and they are obvious, and they often 
lack meaning.  



  

synthesis 
syn·the·sis 
�sinTH�sis/ 
noun 
11. 
combination or composition, in particular. 
the combination of ideas to form a theory or system. 
 
(in Hegelian philosophy) the final stage in the process of dialectical reasoning, in which 
a new idea resolves the conflict between thesis and antithesis. 

+terminology 

In general, the noun ssynthesis  refers to a combination of two or more entities that 
together form something new; creation. 
 



  

synthesis 
syn·the·sis 
�sinTH�sis/ 
noun 
11. 
combination or composition, in particular. 
the combination of ideas to form a theory or system. 
 
(in Hegelian philosophy) the final stage in the process of dialectical reasoning, in which 
a new idea resolves the conflict between thesis and antithesis. 

+terminology 

In general, the noun ssynthesis  refers to a combination of two or more entities that 
together form something new; creation. 
 

Synthesis is Hybrid.  



  

F13_A305 

1 09/18/12 workshop 
concept modeling 
 
SCHEDULE: 
 

2:00 Intro 
2:30 interrogating tropes | a path to a medium |  
 concept mapping 
3:00 discussion in studio 
3:30 exploring a concept through models 
 

  +getting to work 
 



  

trope 
trope 
tr�p/ 
noun 
11. a figurative or metaphorical use of a word or expression. 
2. a significant or recurrent theme; a motif. 
 

A literary ttrope is the use of figurative language. The term trope had its first known 
use in English during 1533 and it derives from the Greek (tropos), "turn, direction, 
way", derived from the verb (trepein), "to turn, to direct, to alter, to change". 
 
Metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or 
action to which it is not literally applicable.  

+getting to work 
 



  

trope 
Richard Serra (1967-68) 
“Verb List Compilation: Actions to Relate to Oneself"  
 

+getting to work 
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Concept Map 
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+on concepting

brainstorming  |  lateral thinking
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+on concepting

brainstorming  |  lateral thinking



brainstorming  |  lateral thinking

��������	
�������	�������������	���������
����������

+on concepting



  

+concepting 

A305_Boathouse 
2011 
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