


Excerpt from Sylvie & Bruno 
Lewis Caroll 

“And then came the grandest idea of all! We actually made a map of the 
country, on the scale of a mile to the mile!” 
“Have you used it much?” I enquired. 
“It has never been spread out, yet,” said Mein Herr. “The farmers 
objected: they said it would cover the whole country, and shut out the 
sunlight! So we now use the country itself, as its own map, and I assure 
you it does nearly as well.”   

Steven Wright 

I have a map of the United States...........Actual size.  
It says, "Scale: 1 mile = 1 mile."  
 
I spent last summer folding it. 
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institution 
in·sti·tu·tion 
ˌinstiˈt(y)o͞oSHən/ 
noun 
1. an established official organization having an important role in the life of a country, 
municipality or community.  
 

An institution is any structure or mechanism of social order governing 
the behavior of a set of individuals within a given community; may it be human or a 
specific animal one. Institutions are identified with a social purpose, transcending 
individuals and intentions by mediating the rules that govern living behavior. 
 
 

+TERMINOLOGY 



The Art Institute of Chicago collects, 
preserves, and interprets works of art of 
the highest quality, representing the 
world’s diverse artistic traditions, for the 
inspiration and education of the public 
and in accordance with our profession’s 
highest ethical standards and practices. 



  

agent 
a·gent 
ˈājənt/ 
noun 
1. a person who acts on behalf of another, in particular. 
2. a person or thing that takes an active role or produces a specified effect. 
 

The architect is the agent of the client.   

+TERMINOLOGY 



+institution as vitamin 
“What are vitamins and how do they work?” 

http://health.howstuffworks.com/ 



"I foresee a time, not very distant, when Chicago will need for its fast increasing 
population a park or parks in each division. Of these parks I have a vision. They 
are improved and connected with a wide avenue, extending to and along the 
lake shore on the north and the south, and surrounding the city with a 
magnificent chain of parks and parkways that have not their equal in the world." 

John S. Wright 
1949 

-on the formation of the Chicago Park District 



 
 

  

kulturhus 



  

kulturhus 

  



  

kulturhus 

  



  

kulturhus 

  

a new Chicago institution.  a network 
of buildings across the city  conceived 
as a collaboration between the 
Chicago Park District and the Chicago 
Transit Authority 
 

+/-20,000sf (max 30% footprint) 

min 3 primary uses 
min 2 stories 
agent of the place 
 
 



  

agent 
a·gent 
ˈājənt/ 
noun 
1. a person who acts on behalf of another, in particular. 
2. a person or thing that takes an active role or produces a specified effect. 
 

The architect is the agent of the client.  The architect is the agent of the city.    

+TERMINOLOGY 



What can architecture do?  



  

agency 
a·gen·cy 
ˈājənsē/ 
noun 
1. The condition of being in action; operation. 
2. Action, power, or operation . 

In philosophy and sociology, agency is the capacity of an agent (a person or other 
entity, human or any living being in general, or soul-consciousness in religion) to 
act in a world.  

+TERMINOLOGY 



Millenium Park 
Chicago, IL 

2003 



Navy Pier 
Chicago, IL 



How to do stuff with architecture  



  

infrastructure 
in·fra·struc·ture 
ˈinfrəˌstrəkCHər/ 
1. the basic physical and organizational structures and facilities (e.g., buildings, roads, 
and power supplies) needed for the operation of a society or enterprise. 
 

It can be generally defined as the set of interconnected structural elements that 
provide framework supporting an entire structure of development. 

+TERMINOLOGY 

how to program_where to start 



+growing infrastructure 



  

INFRA-ordinary 
 
 
 

  
  

assignment_1 

infra 
in·fra   
/ˈinfrə/ 
 
Adverb 
(in a written document) Below; further on: 
"see note, infra". 
 
Synonyms 
below - underneath - under - beneath - 
downstairs - down 
 



  

INFRA-ordinary 
 
 
 

  

“In our haste to measure the historic, significant and revelatory, 
let’s not leave aside the essential: the truly intolerable, the truly 
inadmissable.  What is scandalous isn’t the pit explosion, it’s 
working in coalmines.  ‘Social problems’ aren’t ‘a matter of 
concern’ when there’s a strike, they are intolerable twenty-four 
hours out of twenty-four, three hundred and sixty-five days a 
year.” 
 
 “It matters little to me that these questions should be 
fragmenteary, barely indicative of a method, at most of a project.  
It matters a lot to me that they should seem trivial and futile 
that’s exactly what makes them just as essential, if not more so, 
as all the other questions by which we’ve tried in vain to lay hold 
on our truth.” 

assignment_1 

L’Infra-ordinaire “Approaches to What*” 
Georges Perec 

1973 



INFRA-ordinary 
 
 
 

  

(record / measure) 
 
objective: 
discover something new and compelling about a place through 
observation (record), abstraction, research (measure), and 
documentation. 

  

assignment_1 



  

INFRA-ordinary 
 
 
 

  

As architects, we must be able to construct a process for 
understanding and modeling context and situation.  We must be able to 
the organize that process for ourselves, and for others, so that we may 
trace the implications of that context and understanding.  Our approach 
allows us to discover the specificities of a place - it’s fullness, its focus, 
its strengths and weaknesses, its form and its associations, and we 
must then learn to re-deploy these specificities, or form operatives for 
abstracting them back into our work. The clarity and depth of our 
research will translate into the quality of experiences in our buildings. 

assingment_1 



  

INFRA-ordinary 
 
 
 

  

part 1 (RECORD): 
Read George Perec's ‘The Infra-Ordinary’ and 'Attempts at Exhausting 
a Place'.  Read them both fully, and consider spaces in Chicago where 
a similar study could be performed.  Produce a few ‘napkin sketch’ 
concepts for presenting this information in ways other than the way 
Perec presented ‘Attempts’.  In class, discuss the readings, and as a 
group, select a dynamic public space in the city.   Then go, many times, 
to this place and record, as Perec did, the Infra-Ordinary.  Record, 
without prejudice, all the elements, objects, uses, sounds, smells, etc, 
that compose the place.  Produce a document that organizes your 
observations, and in doing so, captures the situation.   Present that 
document.  Refine it. Reproduce it.   

assignment_1 



Alfredo’s 

flavors_ 



Missing ingredient? 

flavors_Ingredients_ 



5 basic tastes 

flavors_Ingredients_ 

five basic tastes: 
 

-sweetness 
-sourness 
-saltiness 
-bitterness 
-unami (savory) 



  

kulturhus 

  

Ingredients: 
 

-NOURISHMENT 
-HUMANITIES 
-PRODUCTION 
-HEALTH 
 



“Architecture is an act to edit 
function or human activities” 
 
-Rem Koolhass 
 
 
 
 
 

2a_use mapping  
(kulturhus program)  



2a_use mapping  
(kulturhus program)  

“Architecture is defined as much by 
the actions it witnesses as the 
enclosure of its walls” 
 
-Bernard Tschumi 
 
 
 
 
 



pro·gram 
-noun 
2. a plan or schedule of activities, 
procedures, etc., to be followed. : 
 
 
conventionally /typically: 
 
a written document, from owner to 
architect, that formally describes the 
scope of a project in terms of spaces and 
square footages .  the project scope. 
a space program. 
 
 
pro·gram (pro·gramm·ing) 
-verb 
14. to set, regulate, or modify so as to 
produce a specific response or reaction 
 
 
 

2a_use mapping  
(kulturhus program)  



pro·gram 
-noun 
2. a plan or schedule of activities, 
procedures, etc., to be followed. : 
 
pro·gram (pro·gramm·ing) 
-verb 
14. to set, regulate, or modify so as to 
produce a specific response or reaction 
 
 
 
 

…program is 
 
the scope of human activities, categorized, 
edited and organized to effect the social  
performance and/or physical experience 
of a building or space. (agency) 
 
 
 
 

Wyly Theater 
REX, 2010 

2a_use mapping  
(kulturhus program)  



  

kulturhus 

  

a new Chicago institution.  a network 
of buildings across the city  conceived 
as a collaboration between the 
Chicago Park District and the Chicago 
Transit Authority 
 

+/-20,000sf 
min 3 primary uses 
min 2 stories 
agent of the place 
 
 



  

kulturhus 

  

Ingredients: 
 

-NOURISHMENT 
-HUMANITIES 
-PRODUCTION 
-HEALTH 
 



Seattle Public Library 
OMA 
2002 

 



Seattle Public Library 
OMA 
2002 

 



Seattle Public Library 
OMA 
2002 

 



PROGRAM 
 
Headquarters 
Book Spiral 
Meeting/Education 
Staff  
Reading Room 
Mixing Chamber 
Living Room 
Kids 
Parking / Infra- 

NET% 
  
 8% 
32% 
10% 
12% 
  6%  
  6% 
10% 
  6% 
10% 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
 
Neighbors/Metro
Neighbors/Metro 
 
Neighbors/Metro 
All 
Metro 
Neighbors 
 

SCALE 
 
  
Metro 
Local 
 
Metro 
Global 
Metro 
Local 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
 
Adminstration 
Culture/Resources 
Education/Outreach 
Services 
Social 
Social 
Social 
Social 

 Seattle Public Library 
OMA 
2002 Ingredients_flavors_program analysis 



Program Analysis 

Hyde Park Art Center 
Garafalo Architects / Andrew Schachman 

2006 
 



Program Analysis 

Hyde Park Art Center 
Garafalo Architects / Andrew Schachman 

2006 
 



PROGRAM 
 
Café 
Outreach 
Arts Education 
Artists in Residence 
Small Exhibition 
Large Exhibition 
Administrative 

NET% 
  
 10% 
 10% 
 20% 
 20% 
 15% 
 15% 
 10% 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
Neighbors/Metro 
Neighbors/Metro 
All 
University 
Chicago art  
International art   
 

SCALE 
 
 Local 
Metro 
Metro 
Global 
Metro 
Global 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
 
Nourishment 
Social Service 
Education 
Production 
Culture 
Culture 
  

flavors_Ingredients_program analysis 

Hyde Park Art Center 
Garafalo Architects / Andrew Schachman 

2006 
 



Program Analysis 

 Gary Comer Youth Center 
John Ronan Architects 

2006 



Program Analysis 

 Gary Comer Youth Center 
John Ronan Architects 

2006 



Program Analysis 

 Gary Comer Youth Center 
John Ronan Architects 

2006 



PROGRAM 
 
Cafeteria 
Gym/Court/ Practice 
Classrooms 
Workshops 
Recreation 
Auditorium 
Gardening 

NET% 
  
 5% 
30% 
20% 
15% 
15% 
  5%  
10% 
 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
Neighbors/Metro 
City Youth 
Neighbors/Metro 
Neighbors/Metro 
Neighbors 
Metro 
Neighbors 
 

SCALE 
 
Local 
National 
Metro 
Metro 
Local 
Metro 
Local 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
 
Nourishment 
Health / Culture 
Education / Service 
Education / Production 
Health / Culture 
Education / Social Life 
Nourishment / Health 

 Gary Comer Youth Center 
John Ronan Architects 

2006 Ingredients_flavors_program analysis 



PROGRAM 
 
? 
  

NET% 
  
 ?% 
  
 
 
 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
? 
  
 

SCALE 
 
? 
  

CLASSIFICATION 
 
? 
  

  Chicago Kulturhus 
2014 

Ingredients_flavors_program analysis 
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symposium 
Hyde Park Art Center 

WBEZ 
Experimental Station 
Graham Foundation 

 
institution as agent_part II 

S14_A306 
01/31/2014 



ARCH 306 
institution as agent_part II 

symposium 
Hyde Park Art Center 

WBEZ 
Experimental Station 
Graham Foundation 

 

“what would you like to know?” 

 institution as agent_part II 
S14_A306 

01/31/2014 
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